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SUBJECT: EUGUENE HUGO - THE ARGUS VIEW 

1 . GROUP FOREIGN EDITOR OF ARGUS, NEWSPAPER CHAIR RAMSEY 
MILNE, CALLED BPAO MARCH 8 TO DISCUSS CASE OF EUGUENE 
HUGO. MILNE SAYS ARGUS VERY CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT IT 
CONSIDERS TO BE MISINTERPRETATION OF ARGUS DECISION TO 
REPLACE HUGO AS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF. MILNE IMPLIED 
THAT POSSIBLY USG DID NOT UNDERSTAND REALITIES OF SITUATION, 

IN VIEW OF REPORT THAT GOOD-BYE PARTY FOR HUGO AT NATIONAL 
PRESS CLUB MARCH 2 WAS REPORTEDLY ATTENDED BY HODDING 
CARTER AND "REPRESENTATIVE OF VICE-PRESIDENT MONDALE." 

ARGUS GROUP PLANNING SEND LETTER TO AMBASSADOR BOWDLER 
"TO SET RECORD STRAIGHT." 

2. MILNE SAID DECISION TO REPLACE HUGO WAS MADE "AT LEAST 
MONTH BEFORE" SAG INFORMATION MINISTRY LEAKED TO "DIE 
VADERLAND" STORY ABOUT ALLEGED HUGO INDISCRETIONS (JOHANNES- 
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BURG USINFO 0394). ARGUS WAS UNSATISFIED WITH HUGO'S 
WORK PERFORMANCE WHICH EDITORS CLAIMED TO BE "PARTISAN". 
MILNE SAID ARGUS ASKED FOR EXPLANATION BY HUGO ABOUT CON- 
TENTS OF SEVERAL OF HIS DISPATCHES, BUT HAD NOT RECEIVED 
SATISFACTORY REPLY. "IT WAS NOT HIS POLITICS, IT WAS 
HIS ABYSMAL WRITING THAT MADE US DECIDE TO REPLACE HUGO," 

SAID MILNE. 
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3. MILNE ENDED SAYING INCIDENT "HAD GOTTEN TOTALLY OUT OF 
HAND" IN PRESS AND THIS PROBABLY REFLECTS "FEVER HEAT" 

IN RELATIONS BETWEEN RSA AND USA. 

4. ARGUS PLANS TO REPLACE HUGO TEMPORARILY WITH HUGH 
ROBERTON FROM NEW YORK. 

GOLINO 
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